
January 4, 2016 
 

The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors met on Monday, January 4, 2016, at 
7:30 p.m. at the East Lampeter Township Office: 2250 Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 
17602. The meeting was called to order by Mr. John Blowers, Chairman and was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. In addition to Mr. Blowers, supervisors present were: Mr. Dave 
Buckwalter and Mr. Ethan Demme.  Absent were supervisors Mr. Glenn Eberly and Mr. Corey 
Meyer.  Also present was Mr. Ralph Hutchison, Township Manager.    
 
The following persons signed in as being present in the audience: 
 
Lynn Commero, representing Lancaster Newspapers 
Jeff Cutler, 67 Cambridge Village, Tax Collector 
 
Board of Supervisors Reorganization 
 

a. Appointment of Temporary Chairman 
 
Mr. Blowers made a motion for Mr. Buckwalter to serve as the Temporary Chairman for the 
election of Chairman.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion which was then approved by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 

b. Election of Chairman 
 
Mr. Buckwalter asked for nominations for the position of Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for 
2016. Mr. Demme made a motion to nominate Mr. Blowers for the position of Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors. Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion which was then approved by unanimous 
voice vote. Mr. Buckwalter announced that Mr. Blowers would be the Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors for 2016.  

c. Election of Vice Chairman 
 
Chairman Blowers asked the Board for nominations for the position of Vice Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors for 2016. Mr. Demme made a motion to nominate Mr. Buckwalter to the position of 
Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Blowers seconded the motion which was then 
approved by unanimous voice vote. Chairman Blowers announced that Mr. Buckwalter would be the 
Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for 2016. 
 
Annual Appointments 
 

a. Appointment of Township Solicitor – Blakinger Thomas, Stephen M. Kraybill, Esq. 
 
Chairman Blowers asked Mr. Hutchison how long Blakinger Thomas has been serving the 
Township.  Mr. Hutchison stated more than 25 years.  Mr. Blowers asked if there is a process for 
this appointment. Mr. Hutchison stated there is no requirement to do any bids for professional 
services but if the Board desires the Township can solicit other proposals.  Mr. Demme,  



Mr. Blowers and Mr. Buckwalter commented that they would like to see proposals for 2017 for 
consideration for other professional services. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint the law firm of Blakinger Thomas with Mr. Stephen 
M. Kraybill, Esquire as Township Solicitor.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 

b. Appointment of Township Engineer & Alternates – David Miller & Associates, Becker 
Engineering, HRG Inc. and Grove Miller Engineering 

 
Mr. Demme made a motion to appoint David Miller & Associates as the primary Township 
Engineer and Becker Engineering, HRG Inc., ELA Group, and Grove Miller Engineering as the 
alternate Township Engineers.  Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 

c. Appointment of Vacancy Board Chairman – Mr. Michael Landis 
 
Mr. Hutchison explained that the Vacancy Board Chairman’s role is to fill a vacancy on the 
Board as a fifth vote if the Board is unable to fill the vacant seat in a certain period of time. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint Mr. Michael Landis to serve as Vacancy Board 
Chairman for 2016.  Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 

d. Appointment of Depositories – PLGIT and M&T Bank 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint PLGIT and M&T Bank as Township Depositories for 
2016.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

e. Resolution re: Appointment of CPA Firm to Perform 2015 Audit – Weinhold Nickel Co. 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the Board would also like to see proposals for this professional 
service for 2017. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing the CPA firm of Weinhold 
Nickel Company to perform the 2015 audit for the Township.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion 
and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Resolution #2016-01 
 

f. IRS Mileage Rate Approval 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the new IRS mileage rate for 2016 is .54 cents per mile. 
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the 2016 IRS Mileage Rate.  Mr. Buckwalter seconded 
the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 



g. Appointment of PSATS Conference Delegates and Voting Delegate 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the Board needs to appoint delegates and a voting delegate for the 
annual PSATS Conference.  He stated that in the past all of the Supervisors have been appointed 
as delegates and that the Township Manager has been appointed as the voting delegate. 
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to appoint all the Board of Supervisor members who wish to attend 
the PSATS Conference as delegates and Mr. Hutchison as the voting delegate for the Township.  
Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

h. Appointments to LCTCB Board – Representative and Alternate 
 
Chairman Blowers stated he recommends Mr. Hutchison as the representative for the Board.   
Mr. Hutchison stated that he has served as municipal representative for several years and would 
be willing to continue that service.  Mr. Hutchison stated that West Earl Township’s Manager 
Candie Johnson has indicated that she would be willing to serve as the alternate.  Upper Leacock 
Township and West Earl Township managers are going to propose that to their respective 
Boards.   
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint Mr. Ralph Hutchison as the representative and  
Ms. Candie Johnson as the alternate representative to the LCTCB Board as the municipal 
representatives for the Conestoga Valley School District.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and 
it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Appointments to Vacant Positions and Reappointments 
 

a. Emergency Services Committee – Two Year Term Ending 12/31/17 
1. Hand In Hand Fire Co. Alternate Representative – Mr. Lonnie Kauffman 
2. Hand In Hand Fire Co. Citizen Representative – Mr. Brad Kiser 
3. Lafayette Fire Co. Representative – Mr. Dave Keens 
4. Ronks Fire Co. Alternate Representative  – Mr. Dave Gribble 
5. Ronks Fire Co. Citizen Representative – Mrs. Melanie McHenry 
6. Witmer Fire Co. Representative – Mr. Matt Bono 
7. Township Representative Supervisor – Mr. Corey Meyer 
8. Township Citizen Representative – Mr. James Smith 

 
Chairman Blowers stated the names listed on the agenda are to fill two (2) year terms on the 
Emergency Service Committee to end on 12/31/17.   
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to appoint Mr. Lonnie Kauffman, Mr. Brad Kiser,  
Mr. Dave Keens, Mr. Dave Gribble, Mrs. Melanie McHenry, Mr. Matt Bono, Mr. Corey Meyer 
and Mr. James Smith to the Emergency Services Committee for a two (2) year term ending 
12/31/17.  Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 



Establishment of Treasurer’s Bond Amount - $720,000 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the amount of the bond is based upon PA DOT’s requirements for 
Highway Aid funding.  He stated as Township Manager the Bond is in his name and protects the 
Township from any theft or negligence.  He stated that the auditors determine the amount. 
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Bond in the amount of $720,000.00.   
Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Minutes of the December 21, 2015 Regular Meeting 
 
Chairman Blowers asked if there were any additions or corrections regarding the minutes of the 
December 21, 2015 regular meeting as prepared.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Buckwalter to dispense with the reading of the minutes and approve 
the minutes as presented.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and the motion was passed by 
unanimous voice vote.  
 
Bills: 
 
Chairman Blowers indicated that bills to be paid from various funds in the amount of $163,458.21 
were presented for payment. Chairman Blowers stated there were no items of note.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Demme and seconded by Mr. Buckwalter to approve the payment of 
the bills as listed in the amount of $163,458.21.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Old Business: 
 
None 
 
New Business: 
 
None 
 
Other Business: 
 

a. Ordinance re: Stop Sign and Speed Limit Regulations – Various Streets 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the ordinance was prepared to address stop sign and speed limit issues 
in the Township.  He stated that stop conditions were created for the private portion of Zook’s 
Lane, Stonecrest Drive, North Shereem Road, Quail Drive and Mallard Drive.  He stated that the 
ordinance also establishes speed limit regulations of 25 mph on Zook’s Lane, Waterford Drive, 
Mallard Drive, and Quail Drive (all streets in the Waterford subdivision) and a 35 mph limit for 
Pitney Road.  He stated that the stops signs have been in place but there was not an ordinance 
adopted to address them.  Mr. Blowers asked if the neighbors are aware of the ordinance.  
Mr. Hutchison stated that it has been advertised and Mr. Thomas has spoken the resident at the 
corner and there has been discussed among the neighbors.   



 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to adopt the Ordinance regarding Stop Sign and Speed Limit 
Regulations.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

Ordinance #319 
 

b. Resolution re: Police Officer Contributions to Police Pension Plan (5%) 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township is required by the Auditor General’s office to adopt a 
Resolution setting the contribution rate for both pension plans each year.  The current contractual 
arrangement with Police Department is a 5% contribution level. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to adopt the resolution for the police officers contribution to the 
pension plan set at 5%.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 

Resolution 2016-02 
 

c. Resolution re: Non-Uniform Employees Contributions to Pension Plan (2.5%) 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township is required by the Auditor General’s office to adopt a 
Resolution setting the contribution rate for both pension plans each year.  The current 
arrangement is a 2.5% contribution level. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to adopt the resolution for the non-uniform employee 
contribution to the pension plan set at 2.5%.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed 
by unanimous voice vote. 

Resolution 2016-03 
 

d. MS4 Report 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township continues to its efforts to address items from the DEP 
review of the Township’s program.  He stated that efforts are focused on development of the 
“Map Shed” project that the Township has been working on with the Lancaster Farmland Trust 
staff.  He stated their staff is gathering information on BMP’s for the agricultural properties 
while Township staff has been gathering information on BMP’s for the developed properties.  He 
stated that this information will be given to Land Studies, the consultant for the project, who will 
input the information into a program called “Map Shed”.  He stated that this will give baseline 
information regarding the pollutants going into the Conestoga and Mill Creek from the 
Township.  He stated that Ms. Kalupson has organized a meeting for some municipalities in the 
Pequea watershed for the purpose of working together to complete a similar Map Shed project 
for the Pequea.  He stated that if this is completed the Township will have baseline information 
for all three of the watersheds in the Township which will provide guidance regarding where 
pollutant reduction efforts should be focused and help the Township develop a Chesapeake Bay 
Pollution Reduction Plan that is due this spring. 
 
 
 



e. Deputy Tax Collector 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that they have been provided the name of Mr. Matthew Burdick for 
Deputy Tax Collector.  Mr. Blowers asked Mr. Hutchison if he was able to meet with  
Mr. Burdick.  Mr. Hutchison replied he had not met with him but he requested that he attend 
tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Blowers asked Mr. Cutler if Mr. Burdick was planning or able to come to 
tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Cutler stated that he was not able to  arrange with him to get him to come 
but also his wife is more interested in being the Deputy Tax Collector then he is and she’s a stay 
at home mom with three kids.  He stated that she was more available then Mr. Burdick is.  He 
stated that he had spoken to her so she was more available and he was not able to get a hold of 
him because he sometimes travels and he wasn’t able to get a hold of him. 
 
Mr. Blowers asked if the Board needed to have Mrs. Burdick and he asked Mr. Cutler what her 
first name was. Mr. Cutler replied Cheryl.  Mr. Cutler stated that he would met with her and see, 
so one of them would be at the next meeting or something or met with you prior to.  Mr. Blowers 
asked if the he was pulling back the name Matthew Burdick and putting forth a new 
appointment.  Mr. Cutler stated that he said he would do it but his wife is actually, how should I 
put it, more interested and she’s more available.  Mr. Demme stated that if he’s willing and his 
name is on the form.  Mr. Cutler stated there can be two deputies (inaudible). Mr. Hutchison 
stated that he doesn’t think there can be two deputies but it is entirely up to Mr. Cutler as to who 
he is nominating, he has given the Board the Matthew Burdick, if he is withdrawing that and 
offering a different name then he needs to say that but he hasn’t heard him say that.  Mr. Blowers 
asked Mr. Cutler if he is offering Mr. Matthew Burdick to the Board.  Mr. Cutler said right and 
he would try to get him to speak to the Board.  Mr. Buckwalter asked Mr. Cutler if he could tell 
the Board a little bit about Mr. Burdick.  Mr. Cutler stated that he lives 2 doors down from him 
in Bentley Ridge, he has 3 kids and a dog and the dog is like this big.  Mr. Buckwalter stated that 
he was curious what might be germane to his appointment as Deputy Tax Collector.  Mr. Cutler 
stated that he is a hard working person, he works for an engineering firm and looking at other tax 
collector alternates throughout the state he is as qualified as any of them.  Mr. Buckwalter asked 
if any training is required for the deputy as it is for the tax collector.  Mr. Cutler stated there is no 
training specified for the deputy in most cases its girlfriends, wives, cousins, and spouses.   
Mr. Buckwalter stated that hopefully it doesn’t come up that we would need a deputy to be put in 
place.  Mr. Cutler stated right.  He stated that one of the things the Board specified and he was 
unable to get Mr. Burdick here today, he wasn’t home when he (inaudible).  Mr. Blowers stated 
that the Board would like to meet him. 
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to approve Mr. Matthew Burdick as Deputy Tax Collector.   
Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
None 
 
 
 
 



Adjournment: 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Buckwalter and seconded by Mr. Demme to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to 
be held on Monday, January 18, 2016 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ralph Hutchison 






















