
July 14, 2014

The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors met on Monday, July 14, 2014, at 7:30 p.m.
at the East Lampeter Township Office, 2250 Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 17602. The 
meeting was called to order by Mr. David Buckwalter, Vice Chairman and was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. In addition to Mr. Buckwalter, supervisors present were: Mr. Glenn 
Eberly, Mr. Corey Meyer and Mr. Ethan Demme. Mr. John Blowers was absent. Also present 
was Mr. Ralph Hutchison, Township Manager.

The following persons signed in as being present in the audience:

David Schaller, 122 Crest Avenue, representing Crest Avenue Neighbors
Bruce Paul, 112 Crestmont Avenue, representing ELT ESC Chairman
Randy B. Maurer, 1248 West Main Street, representing ELT ESC Member
Alex Grumbrecht, 117 Stable Drive, representing ELT ESC Member
Ron Nolt, 122 Waterfront Estate Drive, representing ELT ESC Member
Dave Keens, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Dave Phillips, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Jeff Keens, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Jose Colon, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Dalton Kuhn, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Zach Phillips, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Dylan Leed, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Anthony Soccoa, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Ethan Wickenheiser, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Brandon Pecora, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Paul Dawson, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Matt Pfeiffer, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Mel Rosser, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Mike McLaughlin, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Pedro Urena, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Scott Hershey, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Mike King, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Frank Robinson, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Nate Church, 63 Lafayette Way, representing Lafayette Fire Company
Dusty Dommel, 2133 Lincoln Highway East, representing Country Inn of Lancaster
Tim Hoerner, 2642 Old Philadelphia Pike, representing Hand In Hand Fire Company
Tom Dommel, 2133 Lincoln Highway East, representing Country Inn of Lancaster
Lynn Commero, representing Lancaster Newspapers

Minutes of the June 17, 2014 Regular Meeting

Vice Chairman Buckwalter asked if there were any additions or corrections regarding the minutes of 
the June 17, 2014 regular meeting as prepared. There were no comments.



A motion was made by Mr. Meyer and seconded by Mr. Demme to dispense with the reading of 
the minutes and approve the minutes as presented. The motion was passed by unanimous voice 
vote.

Minutes of the July 9, 2014 Special Meeting

Vice Chairman Buckwalter asked if there were any additions or corrections regarding the 
minutes of the July 9, 2014 special meeting as prepared. There were no comments.

A motion was made by Mr. Meyer and seconded by Mr. Demme to approve the minutes of the 
July 9, 2014 special meeting as presented.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote.

Bills:

Vice Chairman Buckwalter indicated that bills to be paid from various funds in the amount of
$404,728.48 were presented for payment. Vice Chairman Buckwalter discussed some of the 
larger items included in that amount was a payment in the amount of $124,510.49 for new police 
radios budgeted from the police forfeiture fund and a payment in the amount of $51,000.00 to 
Morgan Stanley for monthly pensions for the police in the amount of $42,000.00 and for non-
uniformed in the amount of $9,000.00.

A motion was made by Mr. Demme and seconded by Mr. Meyer to approve the payment of the 
bills as listed in the amount of $404,728.48. The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote.

Old Business:

a. Financial Security Reduction Request – Quality Centers: 2495 Lincoln Highway East

Vice Chairman Buckwalter asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  No one was 
present.

Mr. Buckwalter explained that Quality Centers has requested a reduction of financial security.  A 
letter dated July 8, 2014 from the Township Engineer, David Miller Associates, recommends a 
reduction in the amount of $237,023.50 leaving a remaining balance of $35,695.95.  

Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the financial security reduction request for Quality 
Centers: 2495 Lincoln Highway East as recommended by the Township Engineer.  Mr. Demme 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

b. Financial Security Reduction Request – Volleyball Corner: 2007 Lincoln Highway East

Vice Chairman Buckwalter asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  No one was 
present.



Mr. Buckwalter explained that Volleyball Corner has requested a reduction of financial security.  
A letter dated July 14, 2014 from the Township Engineer, David Miller Associates, recommends 
a reduction in the amount of $110,799.00 leaving a remaining balance of $79,856.00.  

Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the financial security reduction request for Volleyball 
Corner: 2007 Lincoln Highway East as recommended by the Township Engineer.  Mr. Meyer 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

c. Request for Financial Security Replacement – Devon’s Creek: New Holland Pike

Vice Chairman Buckwalter asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  No one was 
present.

Mr. Buckwalter asked Mr. Hutchison for information regarding this agenda item.  
Mr. Hutchison explained that the developer’s request is to substitute one financial security for 
the existing financial security.  The developer wants to change from a Letter of Credit to a Bond. 
The Township Solicitor has reviewed the language of the Bond and finds it acceptable and in 
accordance with the ordinance and recommends approval of the change.  Mr. Meyer asked if 
there was a reason why the developer would do this.  Mr. Hutchison stated it is probably a 
financial decision.

Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the request for financial security replacement for Devon’s 
Creek: New Holland Pike.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous 
voice vote.  

New Business:

a. Request for Privy Approval re: Parochial School – 141A North Ronks Road

Vice Chairman Buckwalter asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  No one was 
present.

Mr. Buckwalter explained that the Township has received a request for permission to use a privy 
for a parochial school at 141A North Ronks Road.  Mr. Hutchison explained that the DEP has 
special rules for this situation where typically a holding tank would not be permitted but due to 
the use they allow for privy holding tanks for Amish schools. The Township has permitted 
privies in other similar situations.  He also informed the Board that the applicant will be in at a 
future date to request further approval for land development to develop the school. Mr. Meyer 
asked if they needed to see a drawing of where the privy is located. Mr. Hutchison stated that it 
would be in the land development plan and have to be approved by the Sewage Enforcement 
Officer as to location.  

Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the request for use of a privy for 141A North Ronks Road.  
Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

b. Settlement Agreement re: Strasburg Restoration and Handwerk



Vice Chairman Buckwalter explained this is a settlement agreement for a project in Bird In Hand 
that the Township was involved with.  Mr. Hutchison reviewed the background of the project.  
He stated it was a construction project at the intersection of Old Philadelphia Pike and Maple 
Avenue motivated by land development by Mr. Desmond.  The Township had facilitated some 
transportation funding to assist with some of the improvements beyond the normal scope of 
Mr. Desmond’s plan.  Mr. Desmond went forward through his non-profit, Strasburg Restoration, 
and designed it.  He hired a contractor, Handwerk, and construction occurred.  After completion 
it was apparent that stormwater was still leaving Maple Avenue and crossing Old Philadelphia 
Pike creating unsafe conditions.  A dispute arose about who was responsible for the condition.  
Due to the Township’s role in facilitating funding, we became a participant in the matter.  He 
stated that litigation was filed and efforts to settle the litigation with success.  Mr. Hutchison 
stated that he received a draft agreement that would settle the litigation.  The resolution is that 
Mr. Desmond would pay a certain amount to settle the case, then PennDOT would release the 
remaining funding for the project, and then those funds would go to Handwerk. Mr. Hutchison 
recommends the Board approve the settlement agreement subject to the solicitor’s final review.

Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the settlement agreement with Strasburg Restoration and 
Handwerk subject to the solicitor’s final review.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it was 
passed by unanimous voice vote.

Other Business:

a. Presentation re: Property Maintenance Code – Mr. Ron Nolt

Mr. Ron Nolt introduced Mr. Bruce Paul, chairman of the Emergency Services Committee.  
Mr. Paul introduced Mr. Randy Maurer, president of ABI, and Alex Grumbrecht, a former city 
fire marshal.  Mr. Paul stated the recommendations of the subcommittee of the Emergency 
Services Committee are: 1) Adopt the international property maintenance code. 2) Enforcement 
process should be complaint based in all areas, except in hotels/motels due to the increased life 
safety risk. 3) Hotels/motels would be annually inspected for life safety issues only including 
operational systems, obvious fire safety concerns and proper exits.  Inspections would be 
scheduled in advanced and property owners given a detailed list of documentation to have on 
hand.  4)  Fees for inspections should be hourly based which will benefit responsible property 
owners to keep their properties in compliance and reduce the amount of time required to do the 
inspection, those requiring return visits would pay more for the time involved. 5) A system 
should be adopted to ensure compliance. 6) Enforcement would be through a single third party 
inspection agency to maintain consistency of enforcement and allow the entire system to be 
budget neutral to East Lampeter Township. 7) After 18 months the system should be reviewed by 
the ESC and the Township and any necessary changes should be done.

Mr. Meyer asked why wait 18 months to tweak the system, why not tweak it as need arises. 
Mr. Nolt stated they put an automatic stop date so if there are no problems the system will still be 
reviewed.  Mr. Alex Grumbrecht reviewed the inspection process.  Mr. Randy Maurer spoke 
about the safety concerns and the expectations that people expect when they stay at hotel/motels.  
Mr. Nolt stated that he has a packet of information for the Board to review.  He stated that the 
ESC firmly feels that every human being has a reasonable expectation their room is free of 



threats.  It is the intent of these recommendations to see that this expectation is always met in 
East Lampeter Township.  The reasons for this recommendation is to 1) protect life safety of all 
hotel/motel guests and lives of first responders 2) protect the valuable East Lampeter Township’s 
tourism business 3) protect the values of all adjacent/competitive properties with substandard 
properties.  He mentioned the Lincoln Highway Gateway Enhancement plan.  He stated the 
recommendations were designed to be cost neutral to the Township and have a low impact on 
responsible property owners.   He discussed reasons why some people may not support the 
property maintenance code and why it is needed for the Township.

Mr. Glenn Eberly, supervisor, arrived at this time.

Mr. Buckwalter asked if everything presented was included in information given. Mr. Nolt stated 
that the recommendations are on the first page and that the ESC approved it, the presentation is 
part two, and his personal log is part three.  Mr. Buckwalter asked if Mr. Nolt had an opportunity 
to talk to the Visitor’s Bureau. Mr. Nolt stated he has been unable to discuss this with the 
Visitor’s Bureau.  Mr. Buckwalter asked about the scope of coverage and if it is just 
hotels/motels or if it goes beyond to bed and breakfast and rentals.  Mr. Nolt stated that the 
Township can exclude and include what they desire but they did not include them for their 
report.  The ESC wanted to have an easy system in place to address the major safety concerns.  

Mr. Eberly asked if it is necessary to have the International Property Maintenance Code in effect 
to have inspections and can the Township have inspections without the code.  Mr. Maurer stated 
that there are provisions in the code that could be tailored.  Mr. Meyer wanted to clarify items 
number two and three.  He stated that the wording in item number two should stated that 
hotels/motels need to be inspected annually but also if a complaint is reported they need to be 
inspected.  Mr. Meyer asked if an ordinance had been created for the Board to vote on in the 
future.  Mr. Hutchison stated that there is a draft ordinance.

Mr. Tom Dommel, owner of the Country Inn of Lancaster, with his son Dusty, expressed support 
for the adoption of the property maintenance code for life safety and support of a fee for the 
inspections.  He would be willing to help hotels set up an appropriate incident action plan.  He 
suggested the Hotel/Motel Association could also be helpful.  

b. Request to Close Township Roads for Bird in Hand Half Marathon Event

Vice Chairman Buckwalter asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  Mr. Tim Hoerner 
was present.

Mr. Tim Hoerner, president of the Hand In Hand Fire Company, stated that he is requesting 
permission to use a half mile of roadway within the Township to hold the 2014 Amish Country 
Bird-in-Hand Half Marathon and 5K Run on Friday, September 5, 2014 from 6:15 pm to 7:15 
pm and again on Saturday, September 6, 2014 from 7:30 am to noon.  The runs will affect
Beechdale Road and Church Road.  He stated that he has included the certificate of insurance, a 
detailed traffic control plan, a map of the route for the half marathon and the 5K run. He stated 
that this is a significant money making event for the fire company.



Mr. Eberly made a motion to approve the road closure for the Bird-in-Hand half marathon and 
5K run on September 5th and 6th as requested by the Hand-In-Hand Fire Company.  Mr. Meyer 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

c. Ordinance re: Crash Scene Investigation Unit Agreement

Mr. Hutchison explained that Chief Bowman has been working with the West Hempfield 
Township chief putting this agreement together.  The ordinance would basically authorize the 
Township to enter into an inter-municipal agreement to set up an investigative unit among East 
Hempfield, Manor, West Hempfield, Columbia Borough and East Lampeter Township to 
investigate major/serious crashes in the area.  He stated that the solicitor has reviewed the 
ordinance. Chief Bowman is excited for the opportunity to work with the other municipalities 
and have the additional expertise to help in the investigations.

Mr. Demme made a motion to adopt the ordinance regarding the crash scene investigation unit 
agreement as presented.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice 
vote.

Ordinance No. 307

d. Consideration of Bids for In Place Paving Materials

Mr. Hutchison stated that the project this year is on Coreopsis Drive, Lupine Circle and a portion 
of Dohner Drive.  When the Township is doing any maintenance on the road the Township has to 
address any ADA issues in the area.  He stated about half the project involves concrete work to 
provide appropriate ADA accessible crosswalks at each of the locations in the area.  The other 
half of the project is the in place materials.  There will be milling of the road surface and overlay
of those roads.  The Township only received one bid from Pennsy Supply for $148,432.80 and 
feels it is in the range for the cost of the work and recommends approval of the bid.

Mr. Eberly made a motion to accept the bid from Pennsy Supply for the In Place Paving 
Materials.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

Public Comment:

Mr. David Schaller had more concerns about the property at 8 Crest Avenue.  He supplied the 
Township with more pictures of parking vehicles in the yard. He stated the he and his neighbors 
do not understand why there is no zoning enforcement to eliminate the business operation at this 
location.  He expressed concern about additional people occupying the property.  He expressed 
concerns about pit bull incidents at this location also.  He discussed the names of some of the 
businesses he has seen at the property including Quality Stone, Hess Construction and Signature 
Stone.

Adjournment:



A motion was made by Mr. Eberly and seconded by Mr. Demme to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to be 
held on Monday, August 4, 2014 beginning at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Ralph Hutchison
Township Manager


























































