
September 14, 2015 
 

The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors met on Monday, September 14, 2015, at 
7:30 p.m. at the East Lampeter Township Office: 2250 Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 
17602. The meeting was called to order by Mr. John Blowers, Chairman and was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. In addition to Mr. Blowers, supervisors present were: Mr. David 
Buckwalter, Mr. Corey Meyer and Mr. Ethan Demme. Absent was Mr. Glenn Eberly.  Also 
present was Mr. Ralph Hutchison, Township Manager.    
 
The following persons signed in as being present in the audience: 
 
Walter Siderio, 230 Black Oak Drive 
Dominik Sanchez, 233 Southridge Drive 
Ray J Anater, 2023 William Penn Way 
Bruce Walton, 2524 West Eby Road, Bird In Hand, PA, representing Sherman & Walton Inc. 
Charles Walton, 2226 Old Philadelphia Pike, representing Sherman & Walton Inc. 
Doug Matthews, David Miller Associates, representing Sherman & Walton Inc. 
Angel R. Sanchez, 233 Southridge Drive 
Tim Hoerner, 2642 Old Philadelphia Pike 
Paul Fisher, 2623 Old Philadelphia Pike 
 
Minutes of the August 17, 2015 Regular Meeting 
 
Chairman Blowers asked if there were any additions or corrections regarding the minutes of the 
August 17, 2015 regular meeting as prepared. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Demme to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Meyer seconded 
the motion and it was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Bills: 
 
Chairman Blowers indicated that bills to be paid from various funds in the amount of 
$1,226,470.88 were presented for payment. Mr. Blowers discussed some of the larger items 
included in that amount was a payment in the amount of $58,800 for 3rd quarter contributions to 
the Township’s four fire companies ($14,700 to each fire company), a payment in the amount of 
$57,000 to Morgan Stanley for 2015 MMO deposits ($50,000 for the police plan and $7,000 for 
the non-uniform plan), and a payment in the amount of $856,734.38 to Fulton Financial Advisors 
for 2014 Bond Issue Principal and Interest payment. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Buckwalter and seconded by Mr. Demme to approve the payment of 
the bills as listed in the amount of $1,226,470.88.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
September 14, 2015 Executive Session 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the Board held an executive session to discuss real estate and 
litigation matters. 
 
 



Old Business: 
 

a. Request for Release of Financial Security- Volleyball Corner: 2007 Lincoln Hwy East 
 
Chairman Blowers asked if there was anyone present for this agenda item.  No one was present. 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township Engineer stated that all improvements have been 
completed and they recommend a full release of financial security in the amount of $16,799.30 
leaving a balance of $0. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the full release of financial security for Volleyball 
Corner at 2007 Lincoln Highway East in the amount of $16,799.30 leaving a remaining balance 
of $0 as recommended by the Township Engineer.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it was 
passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

b. Request for Release of Financial Security – Isaac Stoltzfus: 782 Hartman Station Road 
 
Chairman Blowers asked if there was anyone present for this agenda item.  No one was present. 
 
Mr. Blowers stated that the Township Engineer stated that all improvements have been 
completed and they recommend a full release of financial security in the amount of $440.00 
leaving a balance of $0. 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the full release of financial security for Isaac Stoltzfus at 
782 Hartman Station Road in the amount of $440.00 leaving a remaining balance of $0 as 
recommended by the Township Engineer.  Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was 
passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

c. Request for Release of Financial Security – Lancaster Auto Detail: 1658 Lincoln 
Highway East 

 
Chairman Blowers asked if there was anyone present for this agenda item.  No one was present. 
 
Mr. Blowers stated that the Township Engineer stated that all improvements have been 
completed and they recommend a full release of financial security in the amount of $3094.60 
leaving a remaining balance of $0. 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the full release of financial security for Lancaster Auto 
Detail at 1658 Lincoln Highway East in the amount of $3094.60 leaving a remaining balance of 
$0 as recommended by the Township Engineer.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was 
passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

d. Request for Reduction of Financial Security – Dutch Wonderland: 2249 Lincoln 
Highway East 

 
Chairman Blowers asked if there was anyone present for this agenda item.  No one was present. 
 
 
 



Mr. Blowers stated that the Township Engineer has recommended a reduction in financial 
security in the amount of $103,011.00 leaving a remaining balance of $747,666.39.   
Mr. Hutchison explained that the applicant halted construction during their busy season and will 
be being construction again shortly to finish up the project. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the reduction of financial security in the amount of 
$103,011.00 leaving a remaining balance of $747,666.39 as recommended by the Township 
Engineer.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

e. Request for Release of Financial Security – Ronks Parochial School: 141A North Ronks 
Road 

 
Chairman Blowers asked if there was anyone present for this agenda item.  No one was present. 
 
Mr. Blowers stated that the Township Engineer has recommended a full release of financial 
security in the amount of $9,641.60 leaving a remaining balance of $0. 
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the release of financial security for Ronks Parochial 
School at 141A North Ronks Road in the amount of $9,641.60 leaving a remaining balance of 
$0.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

f. Discussion re: Ordinance Adopting International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the Board has been discussing for a year an ongoing issue of 
adopting an ordinance that would create a property maintenance code for the Township utilizing 
the International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) as the standard by which the Township 
would be enforcing the ordinance.  He stated that the Board had some questions at their last 
meeting and the Solicitor has provided responses to those questions. 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Board’s first question was in regards to the existing nuisance 
ordinance and how that would/would not affect the adoption of the property maintenance code 
ordinance.  He stated that the Township Solicitor confirmed that they would overlap but the 
nuisance ordinance would remain intact and that anything that is covered under the nuisance 
ordinance now is likely to be covered by the IPMC but because it would remain intact it would 
still apply to single family, owner occupied properties as well as institutional properties that 
would be excluded from coverage under the proposed IPMC.  He stated that the Solicitor also 
commented that the nuisance ordinance is harder to enforce because the Township has to prove 
that the property is posing as an actual nuisance to the public, not just that the property isn’t 
being maintained.   
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Board’s second question was in regards to multiple structures/uses 
on a property and if the ordinance would apply to the property or to the individual structures 
depending on their uses.  Mr. Hutchison stated the Solicitor confirmed that yes it would apply to 
the structures.  Mr. Hutchison gave an example: on a property there is a single family, owner 
occupied dwelling (they would be excluded under the IPMC ordinance) but there is also another 
use on the property such as a commercial business or a rental unit (they would be covered by the 
IPMC).   
 



Mr. Hutchison stated that the Board’s third question was in regards to not knowing who is living 
on the property.  He stated that it would be up to the Township, if the ordinance is adopted, to 
prove that there is someone other than the owner living in a single family, owner occupied 
dwelling in order to apply the provisions of the property maintenance code. 
 
Mr. Blowers stated that under the ordinance being considered when the Township receives a 
complaint they would dispatch a third party inspection agency to inspect the property.   
Mr. Hutchison stated that Township Staff would first determine if the building/property is 
covered under the ordinance before sending out a third party inspection agency. 
 
Mr. Blowers stated that the Board has reviewed the complaint report that the Township has been 
maintaining for the past 15 months.  He stated that there have been over 90 documented issues 
related to property maintenance in the Township.   
 
Mr. Meyer expressed an interest in advertising the ordinance and action by the Board. 
Mr. Blowers asked Mr. Hutchison how long the ordinance would have to be advertised before 
the Board can act upon it. Mr. Hutchison replied that it needs to be advertised for two 
consecutive weeks. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter commented that the after reviewing the complaint log it doesn’t provide 
information on whether a property is “owner occupied” or not but it does show that lodging 
issues in the Township’s hotels and motels are a problem.  He stated that he is not sure the new 
ordinance would make a difference in dealing with high grass, dilapidated structures, and junk 
vehicles especially if the Township does not know if the property is “owner occupied.”  He 
expressed concern about adopting an ordinance that burdens owners and that changes nothing. 
 
Mr. Demme stated that the complaint list gives a general idea of the types of complaints received 
but commented that it probably isn’t all the complaints the Township would receive if people 
know how to report them.  He stated that the goal of this type of ordinance is to establish a 
minimum set of standards to have the owner maintain their property. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter explained that he supports the IPMC applied to lodging properties by complaint 
but does not support going beyond lodging.   
 
Mr. Walt Siderio spoke to his support for a property maintenance code in East Lampeter 
Township.  Mr. Tim Hoerner spoke to his opposition for a property maintenance code in East 
Lampeter Township.   
 
The Board discussed options for the IPMC Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to direct staff to advertise the IPMC Ordinance as drafted for the 
October 5, 2015 Board of Supervisor’s meeting.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it passed 
by a vote of three in favor and one opposed (Mr. Buckwalter opposed the motion). 

 
g. Discussion re: Resolution on Policy Toward Liquor License Transfer Applications 

 
Chairman Blowers explained that the Board is considering a resolution on a liquor license 
transfer guidance which would guide the Board in making decisions on liquor licenses that 
transfer into the Township.  He stated that the Township is given the authority from the state to 



approve/disapprove restaurant licenses that are transferred into the Township from other 
municipalities in the county.   
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that he gathered information from the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 
(PLCB) website and that the PLCB “retail” has many definitions.  He stated that there is a quota 
system and that Lancaster County exceeds their quota for restaurant licenses.  He stated that he 
thinks that all municipalities bordering East Lampeter Township should be included in a “Tier 1” 
for the liquor licenses serving East Lampeter Township.  He stated that a secondary group of 
municipalities (Tier 2) should also be considered for inclusion by the Board.  He stated he used 
the information to produce ratios and has provided the Board with spreadsheets showing 
comparison of liquor licenses and population ratios in “Tier 1” and “Tier 2” municipalities. 
 
Mr. Blowers stated that the Board is trying to make the process as simple as possible but also be 
transparent and objective as possible when approving/disapproving the licenses.  The Board had 
a discussion about the information on the spreadsheets.  The Board discussed setting a 
percentage.  Mr. Demme stated he would like to go back to what was proposed at the last 
meeting in trying to simplifying the process.  Mr. Blowers agreed that it should be a simpler 
process.  Mr. Buckwalter stated that he is for a simpler process but doesn’t want to lose control 
by not accounting for licenses that the Board cannot control coming in to Township.  Mr. Meyer 
feels that the Board should make decisions based on the things they can control.  Mr. Blowers 
asked Mr. Hutchison to simplify the information and just include Manheim Township, East 
Hempfield Township, Lancaster Township and Lancaster City.  The Board discussed what type 
of licenses to include in the count and suggested excluding wine & spirits and beer distributors 
from the count. 
 

h. Resolution re: Young Lungs at Play Initiative 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the Board had a presentation at their last meeting regarding the 
Young Lungs at Play Initiative which would provide signage at Township parks referencing a 
“Tobacco Free” area.  He stated that the Park Board recommended the Board adopt the initiative.  
Mr. Buckwalter stated that his opinion is that this isn’t a major issue and may cause problems 
with neighbors.  He is concerned that it may make people avoid coming to the park.  Mr. Meyer 
is abstaining due to his relationship to the company.  Mr. Demme stated that he feels that second 
hand smoke is a danger and feels that this would be a good resolution for the park. 
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to adopt the resolution establishing Tobacco Free Parks Policy 
Young Lungs at Play Initiative.  Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and the motion was defeated 
by a vote of one in favor (Mr. Demme), two opposing (Mr. Buckwalter and Mr. Blowers) and 
one abstaining (Mr. Meyer). 
 

i. Discussion re: Ordinance to Address Excessive Shoplifting Calls for Police Service 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that Mr. Demme found an ordinance that had been adopted in a 
municipality in New Jersey that dealt with excessive shoplifting/retail theft calls.  He stated that 
the Township solicitor drafted an ordinance that would set a threshold of 10 calls in any given 
month and if that number is exceeded there would be penalties imposed to attempt to recoup 
some portion of the Township’s costs for police services.   
 



Chief Bowman spoke in regards to the ordinance.by stating that the police department has 
responded to 1,018 retail theft calls over the past three years which is an average of 339 calls per 
year.  He reviewed the time and man hours used to process different types of arrests for retail 
theft.  He stated that many times there are other issues involved with an arrest like drug 
possession and about half the calls are repeat offenders.   
 
Mr. Buckwalter asked if the retailer has to process charges for the police to process the arrest.  
Chief Bowman responded that the retailer/victim has to support the charges or the police cannot 
process.  Mr. Buckwalter asked how many retail theft calls get processed to the end.  Chief 
Bowman stated about 85-90 percent of the time the victim cooperates.   
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to advertise the ordinance to address excessive shoplifting calls 
for police services.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
New Business 
 

a. Review of Southview Road Subdivision Sketch Plan 
 

Chairman Blowers asked if anyone was present for this agenda item.  Mr. Doug Matthews was 
present. 
 
Mr. Matthews, David Miller Associates, introduced Mr. Charlie Walton and Mr. Bruce Walton 
from Sherman & Walton Inc.   He stated that they are representing a property located at 2342 
Southview Drive.  He stated that the applicant is proposing a 10 lot subdivision composed of 
single family residential dwellings.  He stated that they are proposing to come off Southview 
Drive with a cul-de-sac which they plan to extend to the property line for possible future 
expansion onto neighboring properties.  He stated they are proposing a sidewalk on one side of 
the extended cul-de-sac road and improvements to Southview Drive which include curb and 
sidewalk.  He stated that the roadway would be constructed to Township standards.  He reviewed 
the options for stormwater management for the site.  The Board and Mr. Matthews discussed the 
stormwater management for the site and ways the area will be maintained.  The Board and 
Mr. Matthews discussed concerns about having a sidewalk on both sides.  The Board and 
Mr. Walton discussed the size and amount of lots in the subdivision.  The Board stated that they 
like the concept of the plan. 
 

b. Review of Upper Leacock Township Draft Zoning Ordinance 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the Board has reviewed the comment letter that Ms. Tara Hitchens 
has drafted to Upper Leacock Township in regards to their draft zoning ordinance.   
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the letter as drafted in regards to the Upper Leacock 
Township Draft Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 

c. Review of Upper Leacock Township Draft Official Map Ordinance 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that the Board has reviewed the comment letter that Ms. Tara Hitchens 
has drafted to Upper Leacock Township in regards to their draft official map ordinance.   
 



Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the letter as drafted in regards to the Upper Leacock 
Township Draft Official Map Ordinance.  Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was 
passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

d. Conestoga Valley Regional Comprehensive Plan Review 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township Planning Commission reviewed the CV Comp Plan, 
developed a set of recommendations and commented that it is a review/update of the Plan and 
that it should be reviewed again in a few years perhaps as a more detail update.  He stated that it 
is up to the Board on what to do next.  Chairman Blowers asked how it relates to West Earl.  
Mr. Hutchison replied that West Earl hasn’t participated in any process to review the Comp Plan 
or to implement the Comp Plan as it was adopted.  Mr. Blowers stated that he would like to 
initiate conversation with West Earl in regards to the Comp Plan.  Mr. Demme asked for 
clarification on the last line of the recommendations.  Mr. Hutchison stated that he will get that 
information clarified.  Mr. Meyer asked for more detail on item 12. Mr. Hutchison stated he will 
get more clarification on that item as well.  Mr. Blowers asked if Ms. Tara Hitchens could 
discuss with Supervisor’s the plan at a meeting.  Mr. Demme suggested maybe someone from 
the Planning Commission could attend as well. 
 

e. Township Planning Commission Recommendations re: Sidewalks 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township Planning Commission, at the Board’s request, has 
discussed the establishment of priorities for the construction of sidewalks in the Township.  He 
stated that the Planning Commission made recommendations to the Board.  The Board encourage 
Mr. Hutchison to move forward. 
 
Other Business:  
 

a. Approval of 2016 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) Calculations 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that every year the Township is required to review and approve the 
Minimum Municipal Obligation calculations for each of the Township’s pension plans in order 
to keep them properly funded under the State Act 205 requirements.  He stated that the Township 
has actuarial studies done every other year the most recent completed January 1, 2015.  He stated 
that the report tells the funding status of each plan.  
 
Mr. Meyer made a motion to approve the adjusted 2016 Minimum Municipal Obligation 
Calculations. Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

b. Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with LCCD 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Lancaster County Conservation District (LCCD) has prepared an 
update to the Memorandum of Understanding that the Township currently has with them.  He 
stated that the LCCD assists the Township in the efforts to comply with MS4 requirements. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with LCCD.  
Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 



c. MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) Report 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that Ms. Kara Kalupson has provided an update to report for the month of 
August.  He stated that there seems to be a growing number of people observing stormwater 
issues and reporting them to the Township allowing the Township to go out and inspect the issue 
and provide solutions to the issue.   
 

d. Authorization to Acquisition Property at Tax Sale 
 
Chairman Blowers stated that they held an executive session before the meeting in regards to the 
opportunity to purchase a piece of property from a sheriff’s sale and discussed the value of that 
property.  Mr. Meyer stated that the purpose of the investment is to alleviate a safety concern at 
that location. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to authorize staff to pursue the property at tax sale for an amount 
up to $50,000.00.  Mr. Meyer seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Dominik Sanchez stated that he was present for an assignment for school requiring them to 
attend a council/supervisor’s meeting and write a summary.  He stated that Ray Anater was 
present for the same reason.  Mr. Angel Sanchez, Dominik Sanchez’s father, was also present. 
 
Mr. Walt Siderio asked about the decision on Lancaster Auto Detail Zoning Hearing Board 
appeal.  Mr. Hutchison stated that he will be in touch with Mr. Siderio about this item. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Meyer and seconded by Mr. Demme to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to be 
held on Monday, October 5, 2015 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ralph Hutchison 





September 10, 2015                                     East Lampeter Township                                         Page No: 1
02:52 PM                                             Check Register By Check Id

Range of Checking Accts: GENERAL         to GENERAL           Range of Check Ids:  59845 to  59845
            Report Type: All Checks              Report Format: Detail           Check Type: Computer: Y  Manual: Y  Dir Deposit: Y

Check # Check Date Vendor                                                                                 Reconciled/Void Ref Num
   PO #     Item  Description                       Amount Paid  Charge Account              Account Type   Contract   Ref Seq Acct

 59845  08/17/15   GAPVA005 GAPVAX INC 49
   15-01078    1  valve,front reel gapvax                594.37  08-429-451-000              Expenditure                     1    1
                                                                 Repair & Maintenance - Vehicle

Report Totals                    Paid       Void        Amount Paid        Amount Void
                       Checks:      1          0             594.37               0.00 
               Direct Deposit:      0          0               0.00               0.00 
                        Total:      1          0             594.37               0.00 


























































