
January 7, 2019 
 
The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors met on Monday, January 7, 2019 at 7:30 
pm. at the East Lampeter Township Office: 2250 Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 17602. 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Dave Buckwalter. In addition to Mr. Buckwalter, 
supervisors present were: Mr. Corey Meyer, Mr. Ethan Demme and Mr. John Blowers. Mr. 
Glenn Eberly was absent. Also present was Mr. Ralph Hutchison, Township Manager. 
 
The following persons signed in as being present in the audience: 
 
Steve Zerbe, representing East Lampeter Township Police Department 
Matthew Brubaker, representing David L. Beiler 
Steve Gergely, representing Lancaster Host 
Lynn Commero, representing LNP 
Kalpesh Vakil  
Kjam Buls 
 
Board of Supervisors Reorganization 
 

a. Appointment of Temporary Chairman 
 
Mr. Buckwalter asked Mr. Blowers to serve as Temporary Chairman for the election of 
Chairman.  
 

b. Election of Chairman 
 
Mr. Blowers asked for nomination for the position of Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for 
2019. Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to nominate Mr. Meyer for the position of Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors. Mr. Demme seconded the motion which was then approved by unanimous 
voice vote. Mr. Blowers announced that Mr. Meyer would be the Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors for 2019. 
 

c. Election of Vice Chairman 
 
Chairman Meyer asked the Board for nomination for the position of Vice Chairman of the Board 
of the Board of Supervisors for 2019. Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to nominate Mr. Blowers 
to the position of Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Demme seconded the motion 
which was then approved by unanimous voice vote. Chairman Meyer announced that Mr. 
Blowers would be the Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for 2019. 
 
Public Comment (non agenda items) 
 

None 
 
Annual Appointments 
 



a. Appointment of Solicitor-Blakinger Thomas Law Firm, Susan Peipher, Esq. 
b. Appointment of Twp. Engineer & Alternates – David Miller & Assoc., Becker 

Engineering, HRG Inc., Grove Miller Engineering and McMahon Associates 
c. Appointment of Vacancy Board Chairman – Mr. Michael Landis 
d. Appointment of Depositories – PLGIT, M&T Bank and CNB Bank 

 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint the law firm of Blakinger Thomas Law Firm, with 
Susan Peipher, Esquire as the Township Solicitor and appoint David Miller & Associated as the 
primary Township engineer and Becker Engineering, HRG Inc., Grove Miller Engineering and 
McMahon Associated as the alternate Township engineers, to appoint Mr. Michael Landis to 
serve as Vacancy Board Chairman for 2019, to appoint PLGIT, M&T Bank and CNB Bank as 
Township Depositories for 2019. Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by 
unanimous voice vote.  
 

e. Resolution re: Appointment of CPA Firm to Perform 2018 Audit – Maher Duessel 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to adopt the Resolution appointing the CPA firm of Maher 
Duessel to perform the 2018 audit for the Township. Mr. Demme Seconded the motion and it 
was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 

Resolution 2019-01 
 

f. Appointment of PSATS Conference Delegates & Voting Delegate  
 
Chairman Meyer stated that the Board needs to appoint delegates and a voting delegate for the 
annual PSATS conference. Mr. Buckwalter stated that in the past Mr. Hutchison has been 
appointed as the voting delegate and the Supervisors as delegates. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint all the Board of Supervisor members who wish to 
attend the PSATS Conference as delegates and Mr. Hutchison as the voting delegate for the 
Township, Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 

g. Appointments to LCTCB Board – Representative and Alternate 
 
Chairman Meyer stated the Mr. Hutchison is willing to continue to serve as the Representative 
for the Board and West Earl Township’s Manager Candie Johnson will continue to serve as the 
alternate. 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint Mr. Ralph Hutchison as the Representative for the 
Board and West Earl Township’s Manager Candie Johnson as the alternate. To the LCTCB 
Board.  Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

h. Appointments to Central Lancaster County COG – Representative and Alternate 
 
Mr. Blowers made a motion to appoint Mr. Demme as representative, Mr. Buckwalter as the 
alternate representative and the Township Manager Mr. Hutchison as voting representative to the 



Central Lancaster County COG. Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by 
unanimous voice vote.  
 
 
Appointment to Vacant Position & Reappointments 
 

a. Emergency Services Committee – Two Year Terms ending 12/31/20: 
i. Hand In Hand Fire Co. Representative – Paul Fisher 

ii. Lafayette Fire Co. Alternate Representative – Jeff Hatfield 
iii. Lafayette Fire Co. Citizen Representative – Bruce Paul 
iv. Ronks Fire Co. Representative – Steve Gribble 
v. Witmer Fire Co. Alternate Representative – John Latschar 

vi. Witmer Fire Co. Citizen Representative – Gerald Kling 
vii. Township Supervisor Alternate Representative – Ethan Demme 

viii. Township Citizen Representative – Clair Graham  
 
Chairman Meyer reviewed the list of appointment/reappointment for the Emergency Services 
Committee for two year term ending 12/31/20.  
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to appoint Mr. Paul Fisher, Mr. Jeff Hatfield, Mr. Bruce Paul, Mr. 
Steve Gribble, Mr. John Latschar, Mr. Gerald Kling, Mr. Clair Graham and Mr. Ethan Demme to 
the Emergency Services Committee for a two year term ending 12/31/20. Mr. Buckwalter 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

b. Industrial & Commercial Development Authority – 5 year term ending 1/16/24 
 
Mr. Blowers made a motion to appoint Mr. Corey Meyer to serve in the new 5 year term ending 
1/16/24. Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Establishment of Treasurer’s Bond Amount - $720,000 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that amount of the bond is based upon PADOT’s requirements. He stated 
as Township manager the bond is in his name and protects the Township from any theft or 
negligence. Mr. Hutchison recommends that the Board approve the amount of the bond used in 
prior years so that the Township has one in place.  
 
Mr. Blowers made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Bond in the amount of $720,000.  Mr. 
Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Consent Agenda 
 

a. Approval of the Minutes of the Monday, December 17, 2018 Regular Meeting  
b. Approval to pay invoices from all funds: Total $580,453.88 

 
Chairman Meyer presented the bills to be paid from various funds for the total amount of 
$580,453.88. He mentioned the large payment amount $54,848.13 to M&T Bank for the 



annual lease and purchase payment on the Elgin Street Sweeper and $25,071.00 to New 
Holland Auto Group for 2019 Dodge Charger police cruiser.    
 
Mr. Blowers made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Mr. Buckwalter 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 

Old Business 
 

None 
 

New Business 
 

a. Lancaster Host Land Development Plan #18-22: 2300 Lincoln Highway East 
 

Mr. Steve Gergly of Harbor Engineering was in attendance representing the applicants Mr.  
Kalpesh Vakil & Mr. KJam Buls of the Lancaster Host who is proposing to construct new 
parking areas located at the west, north, and east sides of the Lancaster Host Resort Expo Center, 
as well as revise the associated access drive. Mr. Gergly stated that they are asking for a couple 
of modifications: waiver of preliminary plans, waiver of plan scale, deferral of curbing along 
Rockvale Rd., waiver of curbing along the south side of parking lot, a deferral of sidewalks 
along Rockvale Rd. and waiver for the post development total runoff volume for all storms equal 
to or less than the 2-year 24-hour storm event.  
 
Mr. Vakil talked about what has taken place so far and what his plans are. After some discussion: 
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to conditionally approve the Lancaster Host Land Development 
Plan#18-22: 2300 Lincoln Highway East based on the letter from David Miller Associated dated 
January 4, 2019. Granting all waivers and deferrals: Waiving the requirement #4 not SALDO. 
Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 

b. Beiler Stormwater Management Plan #18-27: 148 N. Ronks Road 

 
Mr. Matthew Brubaker , PE, of Red Barn Consulting representing applicant David L. Beiler was 
in attendance to discuss the proposal to construct a 48 Ft. x 96 Ft. pole building on their 24.72 
acre property . The project will include the relocation of the existing gravel driveway and include 
modifications to the existing stormwater basin to accommodate the increase in stormwater runoff 
due to the addition of proposed impervious surfaces. Mr. Brubaker stated that none of the 
previous construction was done that was intended to satisfy the previously submitted plan which 
was submitted in 2010. He stated that he requesting a 90 time extension.  
 
After some discussion between the Board and Mr. Brubaker:  
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve Mr. Brubaker’s request for time extension to April 1, 
2019 for Beiler Stormwater management Plan #18-27: 148 N. Ronks Road. Mr. Blowers 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  



 
 
Action Items: 
 

a. Resolution re: Police Officer Contributions to Police Pension Plan (5%) 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that because the Township receives state funding for the Pension plans the 
Auditor generally requires that the board adopt each year a new resolution on the contribution.  
 
Mr. Blowers made a motion that we adopt the resolution in reference to the police officers 
contribution to the Police Pension Plan at (5%). Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was 
passed by unanimous voice vote.  

 
Resolution 2019-02 

 
b. Resolution re: Non Uniform employees Contributions to Pension Plan (1%) 

 
Mr. Hutchison stated that the Auditor generally requires that the board adopt each year a new 
resolution on the contribution. He also mentioned that the current AFSCME agreement requires a 
review of this contribution rate in February and calls for an adjustment based upon the rate of investment 
return for the prior year (2018). Therefore he is expecting that another Resolution will be presented to the 
Board in March in order to make this adjustment. 
 
Mr. made a motion to adopt the Resolution re: Non Uniform employees’ contributions to 
Pension Plan (1%). Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 

Resolution 2019-03 
 

c. IRS Mileage Rate approval ($0.58/mile) 
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the IRS mileage rate of 0.58/mile. Mr. Demme 
seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 

d. Letter to PA Gaming Control Board re: VGT application  
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that based upon the board’s discussion on this issue at the last meeting he 
requested a copy of the VGT application that went in for 2262 Lincoln Hwy E. The request was 
made back in November. Having received and reviewed the redacted copy of the VGT 
application for the Lancaster Travel Plaza property located at 2622 Lincoln Highway East, Mr. 
Hutchison stated that he drafted a letter which could be submitted to the Gaming Control Board 
in order to express the Board’s opposition to this application.  
 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to authorize the letter to the PA Gaming Control Board re: VGT 
application. Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
 



Manager’s Report: 
 

a. MS4 Report 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that Township staff continues to work on communication with property 
owners regarding maintenance of their BMP stormwater facilities. The basin retrofit project here 
on the campus is expected to be done spring of 2019. The streambank improvement project down 
at Pequea Creek at The Mill Bridge Village camp ground is expected to begin in the spring of 
2019. The Township has been working on the design of the stormwater pollution reduction 
improvements in the Rockvale basin area as a part of the Rockvale Trail project. 
 
Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Demme and seconded by Mr. Buckwalter to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to be 
held on Monday, January 21, 2019 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ralph Hutchison 
Township Manager 
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