
 

October 5, 2020 
 
The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors held their regular meeting on Monday, 
October 5, 2020 beginning at 7:30 pm at the East Lampeter Township Office: 2250 Old 
Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 17602. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Corey 
Meyer. In addition to Mr. Meyer, supervisors present were: Mr. John Blowers and Mr. Ethan 
Demme. Mr. Dave Buckwalter & Mr. Glenn Eberly were absent. Also, present was Mr. Ralph 
Hutchison, Township Manager. 
 
The meeting was held using Zoom, an internet web conferencing tool. Chairman Meyer read a 
statement regarding the use of Zoom for this public meeting including instructions for the public 
to use in order to participate in the meeting. 
 
In attendance in the meeting room: 
 
Ben King 
Lynn Commero, representing LNP via Zoom 
 
Public Comment (non agenda items) 
 
Mr. Ben King of 20 Meadow Lane, Smoketown was in attendance to get some feedback from the 
Board of supervisors on a potential relocation of his business which is currently located on 
Hartman Station Road. The property of interest that he has would be used as a personal residence 
as well. The business is a business of  building and restoring barns in the surrounding areas. The 
property they are interested in purchasing is located in the ag zone and they would be looking to 
use it for the construction business and as a personal residence. The property has an 1850s era 
barn on the property that they’re interested in using for commercial space. They do not anticipate 
really making any changes to the farm. From the outside it would all look the same, normal 
traffic flow. For his business in the contracting world, he would expect to have vehicles come 
and go in the morning and have some construction equipment storage. The 1850s barn would be 
turned into office space inside and storage primarily. Mr. King stated that he is interested in 
hearing if the Board’s open to creative reuse of some of these farms that kind of need a second 
source of income. Mr. King said that the property he is looking at will be auctioned later in 
October. 
 
There was discussion between the Board and Mr. King. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

a. Approval of the Minutes of the Monday, September 21, 2020 Regular Meeting 
b. Approval to pay invoices from all funds: Total $222,525.11 
c. Financial Security Reduction Request: Beiler – 180 Eastbrook Road 

 
Chairman Meyer presented the bills to be paid from various funds for the total amount of 
$222,525.11. He mentioned the large payment $129,774.13 to Volunteer Fire Relief Associations 
($32,443.53 to each of 4). 



 

 
Chairman Meyer also mentioned the request for Financial Security Reduction for Stormwater 
Plan: Beiler 180 Eastbrook Road leaving a remaining balance of $2,000. 
 
Mr. Blowers made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Mr. Demme seconded 
the motion and it passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
Old Business 
 

a. Draft Policy re Real Estate Tax Assessment Appeals 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that this was discussed at the last Board meeting and that a number of 
appeals had been submitted to the County Board Assessment Appeals. Based on the Board’s 
discussion at the last meeting he drafted a policy statement that’s open for the Board’s 
consideration. Mr. Hutchison mentioned that he did look at the current policy of the school 
district and borrowed from it heavily and shared it with the Township’s solicitor who thinks it’s 
fine. Mr. Hutchison stated that he always operated under the impression that the Township as a 
taxing body was barred from being able to submit assessment appeals related to a single 
property. He stated that this is not the case; so, if the Township is ever in a situation where the 
Township feels like a particular property is severely under assessed an appeal can be submitted 
by the Township on a single property. He also indicated that the draft policy addresses that 
situation as well as property owner appeal situations and provides direction for cooperation with 
other taxing jurisdictions. 
 
There was some discussion between Mr. Hutchison and the Board.  
 
Mr. Demme made a motion to adopt the Policy re Real Estate Tax Assessment Appeals as 
presented. Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
New Business 
 
None 
 
Action Items: 
 
None 
 
Manager’s Report: 
 

a. Walnut Street Extension / Greater Lancaster Heritage Pathway 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that he reported on the MS4 activities and the Lincoln Highway Streetscape 
activities at the last meeting. So, at this meeting he would like to talk a little bit about where the 
Township is with the Walnut Street Extension.  He stated that the township had a virtual meeting 
about this a couple of weeks ago and he would like to share some information from the meeting. 



 

A few things learned from the meeting were: 
 

• Above ground findings- no adverse effect 
• Additional work on phase 3 study  
• Bridge over Millcross Road is going to be a two-span bridge 
• Architectural surface treatments on the abutments, wings walls, the piers and the parapets 

of the bridge. 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that he did ask for some additional information on the location of the center 
pier and where it’s going to be in relation to distance between it and Millcross Road. 
 
Mr. Hutchison mentioned that the Heritage Pathway construction cost estimate is a little over 1.2 
million dollars which is for the one mile stretch between Oak Grove all the way out over the 
bridge and to Ben Franklin Boulevard. The Township has not identified construction funding for 
this pathway which is a priority at this point. PennDot has indicated that they are fine with 
owning the road, the bridge and the stormwater control measures that are going to have to be in 
place of the right-of-way to accommodate the road facilities. 
 
There was some discussion between Mr. Hutchison and the Board. 
 
Mr. Hutchison stated that there is progress being made on the design and that there is another 
meeting scheduled for later in the week.  
 
 
Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Blowers seconded by Mr. Demme to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to be 
held on Monday, October 19, 2020 beginning at 7:30 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ralph Hutchison 
Township Manager 
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