
January 4, 2021 

 
The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors met on Monday, January 4, 2021 at 7:30 pm. at the 

East Lampeter Township Office: 2250 Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 17602. The meeting was 

called to order by Chairman Corey Meyer. In addition to Mr. Meyer, supervisors present were: Mr. John 

Blowers, Mr. Dave Buckwalter and Mr. Ethan Demme. Mr. Glenn Eberly was absent. Also, present was 

Mr. Ralph Hutchison Township Manager. 

 
The meeting was held using Zoom, an internet web conferencing tool. A recorded statement was played 

regarding the use of Zoom for this public meeting including instructions for the public to use in order to 

participate in the meeting. 

 
In attendance in the meeting room: 

 

Lynn Commero, representing LNP via Zoom 

Al Duncan, representing Millers Smorgasbord 

John Smucker, Bird in Hand Corp. 

Steve Sikking, Steamboat Inn, via Zoom, 

 
Board of Supervisors Reorganization 

 

a. Appointment of Temporary Chairman 

 
Mr. Meyer asked Mr. Buckwalter to serve as Temporary Chairman for the election of Chairman. 

 

b. Election of Chairman 

 
Mr. Buckwalter asked for nominations for the position of Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for 2021. 

Mr. Blowers made a motion to nominate Mr. Meyer for the position of Chairman of the Board of 

Supervisors. Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. Mr. 

Buckwalter announced that Mr. Meyer would be the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for 2021 

 

c. Election of Vice Chairman 

 
Chairman Meyer asked the Board for nominations for the position of Vice Chairman of the Board of 

Supervisors for 2021. Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to nominate Mr. Blowers to position of Vice 

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Demme seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous 

voice vote. Chairman Meyer announced that Mr. Blowers would be the Vice Chairman of the Board of 

Supervisors for 2021. 

 
Public Comment (non-agenda items) 

 
Mr. Al Duncan of Millers Smorgasbord was in attendance and stated that last month at the meeting he was   

looking for relief on sewer charges and that he hasn’t heard anything. He said that he does know that 

speaking last month that the sewer bill was tied to the number of seats. He stated that he has brought in 

information on how many customers he serves.  

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that at the last Board meeting they reviewed the requests and talked about the situation 

with the sewer fund and the charges that are included and ultimately adopted a resolution waiving penalties 



and interest on payments through the end of March on both the second quarter and the third quarter billing. 

 
Mr. Duncan stated that he would like the Board to look at the mandates from the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania and follow those same guidelines and bill them accordingly. 

 

There was a discussion among the Board members about sewer and storm water charges and the ongoing 

impact of the pandemic on certain businesses in the community. 

 

Mr. John Smucker representing Bird-In-Hand Corporation stated that he owns a couple of businesses in the 

Township. He wanted to follow up on Supervisor Demme comment about filing for a credit which he agrees 

with and would like to expand it beyond just the 100 percent closure period to the ongoing mandate by the 

state of the restaurant industry that can’t operate more than 50 percent. So, all year long initially April 

through June they were closed. Then they were open at 50 percent then recently the governor went back to 

25 percent and as of recently its back to 50 percent. So; it’s not just the period of time that they’re closed 

its much beyond that. So; the capacity that they operate at means that they will not be putting flows into the 

township sewer system based upon their EDU calculations. It will be half of that. He was also asking the 

Board to follow the mandates of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

 

There was discussion between the board and Mr. Smucker. 

 

Chairman Meyer asked if there were any more comments from the Public. 

 

Mr. Steve Sikking stated that he agreed with what Mr. Duncan and Mr. Smucker said. 

 
Annual Appointments 

 

a. Appointment of Solicitor – Blakinger Thomas Law Firm, Susan Peipher, Esq 

b. Appointment of Twp. Engineer & Alternates – David Miller & Assoc., 

Becker Engineering, HRG Inc., Grove Miller Engineering and McMahon 
Associates 

c. Appointment of Vacancy Board Chairman - Mr. Michael Landis 

d. Appointment of Depositories – PLGIT, M&T Bank; CNB Bank and Univest Bank 

e. Appointment of PSATS Conference Delegates & Voting Delegate 

f. Appointment to Central Lancaster County COG – Board Representative and Alternate 

g. Appointments of County Treasurer as 2021 Tax Collector 

 

 
Mr. Meyer reviewed the annual appointments to be considered as listed on the meeting agenda, including 

the firm of Blakinger Thomas Law Firm, with Susan Peipher, Esquire as the Township Solicitor and 

appoint David Miller & Associates as the primary engineer and Becker Engineering, HRG Inc., Grove 

Miller Engineering and McMahon Associates as the alternate Township engineers, to appoint Mr., 

Michael Landis to serve as Vacancy Board Chairman for 2021, to appoint PLGIT, M&T Bank and CNB 

Bank as Township Depositories for 2021, to appoint Mr. Ralph Hutchison as the voting delegate and the 

Supervisors as delegates for the PSATS Conference Delegates & Voting Delegate, Mr. Demme will 

continue to serve as Representative, Mr. Meyer will continue to serve as the alternate and Mr. Hutchison 

will continue to be the voting representative to the Central Lancaster County COG and the County 

Treasurer as 2021 Real Estate Tax Collector. 

 
Mr. Blowers made a motion to approve the appointments of a-g as stated by Chairman Meyer. Mr. 



Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice. 

 

Appointments to Vacant Positions & Reappointments 

 

a. Emergency Services Committee – Two Year Terms ending 

12/31/22: 

 

i. Hand In Hand Fire Co. Representative – Paul Fisher  

ii. Lafayette Fire Co. Alternate Representative – Jason 

Beiler 

iii. Lafayette Fire Co. Citizen Representative – Eric 

Bergstrom 

iv. Ronks Fire Co. Representative – Steve Gribble 

v. Witmer Fire Co. Alternate Representative – Michael 

Creamer 

vi. Witmer Fire Co. Citizen Representative – Nicole 

Castagna 

vii. Witmer Fire Co. Representative to fill unexpired term 

ending 12/31/21 – Greg Sherman 

viii. Township Supervisor Alternate Representative – David 

Buckwalter 

ix. Township Citizen Representative – Clair Graham 

 

b. Industrial & Commercial Development Authority – 5-year term 

ending 1/16/26 

 
 

Chairman Meyer reviewed the list of appointments / reappointment for the Emergency Services 

Committee for two-year term ending 12/31/22 and the reappointment for the Industrial & Commercial 

Authority -5-year term ending 1/16/26. 

 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to appoint Emergency Services Committee members as listed above and 

the reappointment of Mr. Blowers to the Industrial & Commercial Development Authority for a 5-year 

term ending 1/16/26. Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Establishment of Treasurer’s Bond Amount - $740,000 

 
Mr. Hutchison stated that amount of the bond is based upon PADOT’s requirements. He stated as 

Township manager the bond is in his name and protects the Township from any theft or negligence. Mr. 

Hutchison recommends that the Board approve the amount of the bond used in prior years so that the 

Township has one in place. 

 
Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Bond in the amount of $740,000. Mr. Blowers 

seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Consent Agenda 



a. Approval of the Minutes of the Monday, December 21, 2020 Regular Meeting 

b. Approval to pay invoices from all funds: Total $415,784.55 

 
Chairman Meyers presented the bills to be paid from various funds for the total amount of 

$415,784.55. He mentioned the large payment amount to $6,750.00 to PA Chief of Police for annual Live 

Scan / CPIN Maintenance fees and $8,657.00 to SWIF for Fire Services Workers Compensation 

coverage. 

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Mr. Blowers seconded the 

motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 
Old Business 

 

        None 

 
New Business 

 

None  

Action Items 

 

a. Resolution re: Police Officer Contributions to Police Pension Plan (5%) 

 
Chairman Meyer mentioned that the Township is required to adopt a Resolution annually to set the rate of 

Police officer pension plan contributions. 

 
Mr. Blowers made a motion to adopt the Resolution re: Police Officer Contributions to Police Pension 

Plan of (5%). Mr. Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Resolution 2021-01 

 

b. Resolution re: Non-Uniform Employees Contributions to Pension Plan (2.05%) 

 
Chairman Meyer mentioned that the Township is required to adopt a Resolution annually to set the rate of 

non-uniform employee pension plan contributions. 

 
Mr. Demme made a motion to adopt the Resolution re: Non-Uniform Employees Contributions to 

Pension Plan of (2.05%). Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Resolution 2021-02 

 

c. Mileage Rate approval – IRS Rate ($0.56 / mile) 

 
Chairman Meyer stated that the IRS reduced the mileage rate to ($0.56 / mile.) 

 
Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to accept the standard mileage rate of ($0.56 / mile.) Mr. Demme 

seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 



 
Manager’s Report: 

 

a. Acquisition of 2551 Old Philadelphia Pike / Nolt’s Mill 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that at the last Board meeting the Board authorized moving forward with the 

settlement on the property and that he wanted to report back to the Board that settlement did occur 

and was completed successfully and that the Township now owns 2551 Old Philadelphia Pike 

otherwise known as Nolt’s Mill. 

 

b. Walnut Street Extension / Greater Lancaster Heritage Pathway 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that at the last meeting there was discussion about having another 

presentation on the Walnut Street extension / Greater Lancaster Heritage Pathway at the Board’s 

January 18th meeting. It was felt that because of the limited amount of time that there was to get 

notices out or to use the Township newsletter to get the information that it ought to be considered 

to delay that presentation until the February 1 Board meeting. Mr. Hutchison stated that he went 

back and talked to the people at High and they were fine with moving the presentation to February 

1. He stated that there is an article in the Township newsletter indicating that to the people that 

that’s when the presentation will happen. Mr. Hutchison also mentioned that there is information 

on the Township’s website indicating what’s happening with the project and an opportunity to 

look at the conceptual plan and an opportunity to look at the conceptual bridge design and the 

invitation to attend the meeting hopefully mostly by zoom so that the Township can accommodate 

as many as possible at that time. 

 
Adjournment 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Blowers and seconded by Mr. Demme to adjourn the meeting. The motion 

was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to be held on Monday, 

January 21, 2021 beginning at 7:30 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Ralph Hutchison  

Township Manager 
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