
 

 

March 1, 2021 

 

The East Lampeter Township Board of Supervisors met on Monday, March 1, 2021 at 7:30 pm. at the 

East Lampeter Township Office: 2250 Old Philadelphia Pike, Lancaster, PA 17602. The meeting was 

called to order by Chairman Corey Meyer. In addition to Mr. Meyer, supervisors present were: Mr. John 

Blowers, Mr. Dave Buckwalter and Mr. Ethan Demme. Mr. Glenn Eberly was absent. Also, present was 

Mr. Ralph Hutchison Township Manager, Ms. Tara Hitchens Director of Planning/Zoning Officer via 

Zoom and Mr. Charlie Thomas Director of Public Works via Zoom. 

 

The meeting was held using Zoom, an internet web conferencing tool. A recorded statement was played 

regarding the use of Zoom for this public meeting including instructions for the public to use in order to 

participate in the meeting. 

 

Also In attendance: 

 

Lynn Commero, representing LNP via Zoom 

Alex Rohrbaugh via Zoom 

Laura DeMatteo via Zoom 

Diane Tyson via Zoom  

 

 

  

 

       

 

 

    

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

Public Comment (non-agenda items)

None

Consent Agenda

a. Approval of the Minutes of the Monday, February 8, 2021 Regular Meeting

b. Approval to pay invoices from all funds: Total $550,126.29

c. Request for Reduction of Financial Security: 2506 S. Cherry Lane - Gibson

Chairman Meyer presented the bills to be paid from various funds for the total amount of

$371,259.71. He mentioned the large payment amount to $197,895.99 to the City of Lancaster for 
quarterly sanitary sewer flow charges and $29,975.10 American Rock Salt Company for winter road salt 
supply.

Chairman Meyer also mentioned the Request for Reduction of Financial Security fir 2506 South Cherry 
Lane (Gibson project). Recommended reduction of $13,762.90 leaving a balance of $15,536.04.

Mr. Blowers made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Mr. Buckwalter seconded the 
motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.

Lafayette Fire Company 2020 Annual Report – Chief Keens

Chief Dave Keens of Lafayette Fire Co. was in attendance to present the 2020 Annual report. He presented 
the Board with copies of the annual report which included information on current conditions, activities and 
service responses for Lafayette Fire Co. in 2020. Mr. Keens stated that this was a bad year for emergency 
services due to the pandemic. He reviewed the following items:

a. Call volumes were down.



 

 

b. Mutual aid as far as assisting other fire companies was actually up from 2019.  

c. Average fire fighter responses per call were at nine (9) which is a steady number.  

d. The combined property losses for Lancaster Township and East Lampeter Township was 

$976,750.00.  

e. Training hours were down due to the pandemic 

f. There were some community events: Birthday drive-by and rally parades 

g. Community donations were down but a few significant donors stepped up. 

h. New Fire engine is on order replacing a 40-year-old one 

i. Recruitment and Retention has been started 

 

After Mr. Keens presentation there was a brief discussion. Board members expressed their thanks for Chief 

Keens service to the community. 

 

 

Presentation re: Complete Streets – Lancaster County Planning Department 

 

Mr. Alex Rohrbaugh and Ms. Laura DeMatteo of the Lancaster County Planning Department were in 

attendance via zoom. Mr. Rohrbaugh thanked the board for having them. He stated that this conversation 

started a while ago with township staff about the opportunities of exploring a complete streets policy for 

East Lampeter Township and that they thought it would be good to come out and do a presentation to 

explain what a complete streets policy is, how its consistent with other planning efforts like places 2040 

and the Lancaster County active transportation plan and the next steps on how they can assist the 

township in moving forward with a complete streets policy.  

 

There was a brief discussion among the Board members and the presenters after the presentation was 

concluded. 

 

Old Business 

 

a. Request to modify approval Conditions re: King Lot Add on Plan #20-19 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that the Board conditionally approved a lot add-on plan for this property in Ronks off 

of Hedgewood and the purpose of the plan was essentially to add a small sliver of ground from one property 

to another. Both of those properties that were involved in that add-on share driveways with neighboring 

properties. The ordinance requires that in those cases where you have a shared driveway situation that you 

have an agreement that sets forth access, maintenance and those sorts of things with the driveways. The 

owners and the plan preparers have pursued those agreements and they have completed them for the two 

properties that are involved on the one side the don’t have it yet for the two properties on the other side. 

They have three signatures at this point in time and they are working on the fourth presently. They are 

asking that the conditions be modified because they don’t really have control over absolutely getting the 

fourth signature, that if they don’t get the fourth signature the conditions of plan approval would still allow 

them to record the plan and move forward with a lot add-on.  

 

Mrs. Hitchens added that the owners/plan preparers are also asking for reinstatement of conditions because 

the King’s had to hire an attorney to prepare these driveway access easements and maintenance 

arrangements which delayed their ability to satisfy the conditions of approval. So, they did not return a 

letter accepting the conditions of the Boards prior approval in timely fashion. 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that he would certainly recommend reinstating the plan and if the Board wanted to 

give them some additional time to see if they can acquire the fourth signature before modifying the 



 

 

condition. 

 

Mr. Demme made a motion to reinstated the conditions of the King Lot Add0on Plan modifying the 

condition for shared access easements to continue to make reasonable efforts but not required of all parties 

to sign. Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  

 

New Business 

 

a. Request for Waiver of Land Development Planning – Bosch: 1706 Hempstead Rd. 

 

Ms. Hitchens stated that there is an additional almost 1100 square feet of mezzanine being constructed or 

proposed to be constricted at 1706 Hempstead Road. It’s the interior to the building but it is additional 

space that would be used by what its now Bosch as the tenant and therefore was required to come before 

the Board for a waiver of land development. The Planning Commission did act on this as well and 

recommended conditional approval with the condition that any future projects at the site would require a 

full land development plan. 

 

Mr. Blowers made a motion to approve the Request for Waiver of Land Development Planning -Bosch: 

1706 Hempstead Road based upon the recommendations from the Township’s Planning Commission. Mr. 

Buckwalter seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  

 

Action Items 

 

a. Resolution re: Bridgeport Mobility Plan Amendment  

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that in order to finish this planning effort the Township needed some additional funds 

to help with the consultant needs to conduct public meetings virtually and do some things to get this to the 

finish line. The township asked for and the MPO was able to provided additional funding of $20,000. 

PennDOT is requiring that the Board adopts this resolution to amend the existing grant agreement to account 

for these funds.  

 

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to adopt Resolution re: Bridgeport Mobility Plan Amendment. Mr. Blowers 

seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  

 

Resolution 2021-05 

 

b. Authorization to Defend Appeal of Zoning Hearing Board Decision re: Jivani – 2622 Lincoln 

Highway East. 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that this is the property that is referred to as the truck stop property out on Lincoln 

Highway generally across from what use to be Jenny’s diner and they made application to expand the non-

conforming use on the property. The Zoning Hearing Board denied the application and now the property 

owner has appealed that decision to court. In general terms it’s up to the Board as to whether or not that 

decision by the Zoning Hearing Board would be defended and then if it would be further appealed the 

Township can continue to defend as needed. The Township is recommending that the Board authorize that 

defense of the Zoning Hearing Board decision.  

 

Mr. Demme made a motion to approve the Authorization to Defend Appeal of Zoning Hearing Board 

Decision re: Jivani – 2622 Lincoln Highway East. Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by 

unanimous voice vote.  



 

 

 

c. New Cable T.V. Franchise Agreement – Engagement of Special Counsel re: Shenandoah Cable 

Television, LLC (Shentel) 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that the Township has recently learned that Shenandoah Cable Television has entered 

into a cable tv franchise agreement with Lancaster Township and they’re entering into the market in 

Lancaster County and has been contacting other municipalities in the county East Lampeter Township being 

one of them. Township staff would like to work with them just like they do with Comcast to establish a 

franchise agreement. The Cohen Law Group is who the Township is working with on the renewal of the 

Comcast Franchise Agreement. Mr. Hutchison also said that Shenandoah has agreed to by the Township’s  

legal costs associated with this project so there wouldn’t be any net cost to the Township. Mr. Hutchison 

recommended that the Board authorize based upon the proposal received from the Cohen Law Group.  

 

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the New Cable T.V. Franchise Agreement – Engagement of 

Special Counsel re: Shenandoah Cable Television, LLC (Shentel). Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and 

it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  

 

d. Legal Services re: Small Wireless Communications Facilities. 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that Township staff was recently contacted by Verizon.  They want to go forward with 

establishing small cell locations within public rights of way and the FCC not to long ago set up frame work 

for how that is supposed to be set up. When the Township received this agreement, Mr. Hutchison 

forwarded it on to Cohen Law Group who has expertise in this area and asked them to provided 

recommendation on how the Township would respond to this propose agreement for a small wireless 

facility. Their recommendation was two-fold, first to amend the current zoning ordinance and to help the 

Township with negotiating a more favorable agreement terms with Verizon. The Township should also 

expect that there will be other companies coming in to do the same.  

 

Mr. Demme made a motion to authorize engagement of Cohen Law Group for legal services of amending 

the Township’s Zoning ordinance for small wireless communication facilities. Mr. Blowers seconded the 

motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

e. Resolution re Peer Grant application – CV Region Recreation 

 

Mr. Hutchison mentioned that the top recommendation from the Conestoga Valley Regional Park and 

Recreation Plan was to initiate and effort to see if the Township could create a regional entity to address 

recreation in the CV region. The first step recommended was to apply for this peer-to peer grant program 

and expect that the Township would be awarded assistance through the program. They would assign a peer 

recreation professional to come into the region and help the group talk about and work through whatever 

the issues might be in trying to set up a regional entity of some sort. The School District and Upper Leacock 

Township have both adopted resolutions indicating that they would like to go forward with this effort. West 

Earl Township has indicated that they would not like to go forward as part of this effort at this time. Mr. 

Hutchison said that he is ready if the Board would like the Township to submit that peer-to-peer grant 

application. It does require that East Lampeter Township would be leading that effort. The Township would 

submit the application but the Board is required to adopt a resolution in order to authorize the Township to 

submit it to DCNR and assuming that it is successful the Township would begin the process with the rest 

of the folks in the region.  

 

Mr. Blowers made a motion to adopt the Resolution authorizing the Board to move forward with all three 

entities for the Peer Grant application – CV Region recreation plan. Mr. Demme seconded the motion and 

it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  



 

 

 

Resolution 2021-06 

 

f. DEP Technical Assistance Request re Yard Waste Recycling 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that the change at Manheim Township’s Recycling/Composting Park the Township 

has received a lot of calls about where people are able to go with their yard waste. There are options and 

the Township has been giving information to the residents as they call. DEP does have a technical assistance 

program available to the Township where they would essentially assign a consultant and put in effort up to 

a value of about $7,500.00 to assist the Township in looking at what all the alternatives might be and how 

to best provide that service to the community. It will be an opportunity to review any and all options that 

are available to the Township and then recommendations would be brought back to the Board for 

consideration before anything would move forward beyond that. 

 

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the application for assistance from DEP regarding the Recycling 

Technical Assistance. Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  

  

g. Bids for 2021 In place paving material 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that Mr. Charlie Thomas and the Public Works Department put out the Township’s 

bids for paving this year and has received those bids this past Friday and has provided the Board with a 

tabulation of the five bids that were received. He stated the low bid was from Allen Myers for $1.00 per 

square yard of milling and $68 per ton of material in place. This was a lot better pricing than the Township 

received last year and a lot better pricing than what was expected. Mr. Thomas is asking that based upon 

this pricing and assuming the contractor would agree to that change order that the Township add a couple 

of streets in the same areas where they’re going to be working anyway to sort of complete Willow Acres 

area which will be Willow Glen Dr. and Willowdale Dr. This would all be included in the neighborhood of 

$270,000.00. the Township budgeted $304,000. It is recommended to the Board to award to Allen Myers 

for the low bid price as indicated.  

 

Mr. Buckwalter suggested that since the pricing was very favorable that staff add other streets to the 

program in order to take advantage of the lower costs this year. 

 

After a brief discussion: 

 

Mr. Blowers made a motion to award paving bids to Allen Myers as recommended and to work with the 

contractor to add additional streets to the program within the approved budget for 2021. Mr. Demme 

seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.  

 

h. Appoint for Alternate to the Zoning Hearing Board- Scott Augsburger 

 

Mr. Buckwalter made a motion to approve the Appointment of Scott Augsburger as an Alternate to the 

Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Blowers seconded the motion and it was passed by unanimous voice vote.   

 

 

Manager’s Report: 

 

a. Lincoln Highway Streetscape Plan Implementation 

 

Mr. Hutchison stated that township staff recently had a meeting with representatives of PennDOT and a 



 

 

separate meeting with representatives from South Central Transit regarding the design progress on the 

Township’s Phase III project which is that area east of Dutch Wonderland and Tanger Intersection. Mr. 

Hutchison stated he thought the meetings went well and that it will allow the Township to make progress 

on that design moving towards permitting. The Township has also provided comments to the design 

engineer on the Western Gateway project and there will be a virtual meeting with them on March 10th to go 

over those comments and hopefully resolve some additional issues. The Township did have steering 

committee and stakeholder meetings on the Branding Gateway and Wayfinding program. Mr. Hutchison 

stated he thought they went well. There is another meeting that is being scheduled as sort of a makeup for 

anyone that wasn’t able to participate in either of the meetings before. The Township will get that 

information out to those that weren’t able to and give them and opportunity to in the makeup session. 

 

b. Greater Lancaster Heritage Pathway 

 

Mr. Hutchison said that Township staff participated in a virtual meeting with High Associates and their 

design engineer recently going over design elements related to the pathway itself. This included the area of 

Oak Grove Dr. where there’s some refinement being done. Township is confirming that the cross section 

for the pathway is going to be a 16-foot-wide paved surface with two-foot shoulders on either side. It will 

provide 10 feet for bicycles, five in each direction and six feet for pedestrians that is consistent with what 

was recommended by the plan for the Greater Lancaster Heritage Pathway. The Township will be provided 

with updated construction cost estimates of which is needed in order to prepare applications for grant 

funding. The Township is looking at a variety of different possible grant funding sources and there are some 

windows opening up for those applications. Mr. Hutchison also mentioned that the Township has also been 

told that all the funding needed for the construction of the Walnut Street Extension has been obtained. 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Demme and seconded by Mr. Buckwalter to adjourn the meeting. The motion 

was passed by unanimous voice vote. The next regularly scheduled meeting is to be held on Monday, 

March 15, 2021 beginning at 7:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ralph Hutchison  

Township Manager 
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